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The Newsbeat is published Quarterly,

January, April, July and October. If you

have any news, pictures, stories, poems,
Games reports, or genealogy queries,
please send them to Ginger (at the ad-
dress to the left, preferably e-mail) for
inclusion in the next issue. We love to
hear from you and the membership
wants to know what is happening with

other members.
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Dues Schedules
Dues are due each June .

Family $25.00
Individual  $15.00
Individual (over 65) $7.00
Associate  $10.00
One time:
Sponsorship $500.00
Life Membership (over 65) $200.00

Send Dues to

Diane Swenson
299 Wattaquadock Hill Rd

Bolton, MA 01740

Annual dues will be due again on June
1, (unless you have joined within the
past 6 months or so, in that case your
dues will become due until June of
2010). Please check your membership
card to see when you need to renew.
Thanks to all those who renew their
membership, your dues helps us to
print and mail out this newsletter, it
also helps us to maintain a presence at
many of the larger games in the county
and be a presence to meet and get to
know other Macfies around the
country. We encourage you to attend
as many Scottish Games as possible,
and if you would like to convene, the
society will pay half of the games fee.
We will also provide a banner, and
some items for the table, just contact
Ginger at jgmcafee@charter.net

The Macfie Society of
America is a Member of

The Council of
Scottish Clans
Association Inc.

Macfie Merchandise for Sale

Kilt Pin -$15.00
25th anniversary pins -$15.00
Badges $12.00
Pro Rege T -shirts green -$12.00
Buff Macfie Warrior T -Shirts $16.00
(Only a few Warrior T -shirts left)

Minimal postage will be added to
each order. Send order and
payment to:

Ginger McAfee

420 Ash Dr.
Baxter, TN 38544

jgmcafee@ charter.net

Games and Events

¢ Cliff McDuffie Reports

' oy ) that the Zephyrhills, FL

8 Games, March 68, were a
4 great success, the weather
il was nice and there were 8
Macfies signed up at the
table. Cliff and Joyce could
use some help with these
games, if you are interested

in helping next year contact

Cliff, his information is on the front page.

f

The 6t Annual Blairsville, GA  Scottish Festival & Highland
Games will take place on June 13 & 14t 2009 at Meeks Park
in Blairsville, GA. The Ceilidh and Kilted Golf Tournament
(kilts optional) will be held on Friday, June 12 th.Be sure to stop
by and visit the Clan Macfie tent during the festival. For more
information, check out their web site
www.blairsvillescottishfestival.org/ or contact the Blairsville -
Union County Chamber of Commerce at 866-7455789. Clan
Macfie will be defending their title in the annual Tug -of dWar
event so we invite all your brawny Macfie lads and lassies to

come out and o6pull & for the Macf
Clan Macfie will be represented at the 54th Grandfather

Mountain Highland Games held July 9 -12, 2009 at

MacRae Meadows on Grandfather Mountain near Lin-

ville, NC, get more information at http://

www.gmhg.org/ This is one of the nat
tendd games. | f you have never

tend at least one time. Hope to see you there this year.

Any Fee reports that the weather was great aPtiwenix, AZ

Gamesin February with temps in the 80's. Visitors came by with a
slow flow, but the word is getting out gradually that the Macfies are
out here in the west. The next games are in November with warm
weather out here. Contact Amy (address on front) for more informa-
tion about the games in AZ

For a compete listing of Scottish Highland Games in the US
go to: http://www.asgf.org/4.html

For up to date news from the home island of Colonsay go to
http://www.colonsay.org.uk/corncrake/cornframe.html
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Come one, come all, to The 17th International Gathering of Clan Macfie
and the 10th Clan Parliament

To be held at the Nethybridge Hotel in the north of Scotland from Wednes-
day September 2, 2009 to Sunday September 6th. A visit to Colonsay has
been tentatively scheduled from Sunday, September 6th to Wednesday, Sep-
tember 9th, but ferry times and accommodation on the Island have yet to be
confirmed.

The Clan Gathering Co-coordinators, lain and Fiona McFie, will notify details
regarding functions, transport, accommodation and payment of deposits
etc., for both Nethybridge and Colonsay in due course. In the meantime please let them know if
you are interested in attending at member@coulintyre.fsnet.co.uk or by mail at Coulintyre, Kin-
craig, Kingussie PH21 1LX, Scotland, or phone in Scotland 1540 651 391.

Parliament will be held Wednesday -Friday in the mornings with clan tours and other activities held

in the afternoon and evenings. On Saturday we will all go to the Braemar Highland Games; the on
Sunday we will leave for Oban to catch the Cal Mac Ferry to Colonsay. There will be clan activities
on Colonsay and Oransay on Monday and Tuesday, then catch the ferry back to Oban on Wednes-
day.

A message from Clan Commander, lain McFie

Plans for the Gathering are proceeding apace, however while approximately fifty people have
booked into the Hotel very few have confirmed with Fiona or myself that they are attending. As on
previous Gatherings we, Fiona and I, must know how many are attending. We also need to know if
you will be at the Commanders reception, which tours you would like to be part of, etc

If you visit the Clan website, www.clanmacfie.co.uk you will find registration and other forms,
which it is essential you complete and return to the co-ordinators. All of our planning depends on
the information you supply. If you do not and your name is not on the passenger or other lists then
we cannot be responsible if you miss out.

So please, if you are attending the Gathering and have not booked the Hotel do so as soon as possi-
ble and also complete the registration and other forms.

Not sure about attending; do not worry you will be amongst family and friends and will be made
most welcome. Fiona and | are looking forward to meeting up with many old friends and to make
many new ones.

lain
Ceann Cath
More information and Registration can be found at

http: www.clanmacfie.co.uk
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Society News and Tidbits

T We were saddened to learn from Lois Samuelson of the passing of Frances A. Sheedy Butler,
born April 24, 1918 and died March 7, 2009, at her home in Irvine, CA. A service was held at the
Episcopal Church in Newport Beach, CA. She had been actively involved with the Macfie Clan
for many years.

1 Clan Commander, lain McFie, appointed Linda McFee Gilcrest Deputy Commissioner for the
West Coast of America in February of this year. Linda has been a p———
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member of the Clan since 2003. During that time she has attended
the national Games in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, as well as the 9 Clan
Parliament in Scotland in 2005. She has been actively working on
her family genealogy for several years and has traced her family
back to 1820 when her great great grandfather was born in Scotland.
She is also a member of Group 1 in the McDuffie DNA Surname
Project. Linda and her husband Jim, mother Pat McFee, and sister
Vicki McFee will all be attending the 10t Clan Macfie Parliament in
Nethy Bridge, Scotland, and on the Isle of Colonsay this coming
September. Linda will be assisting lain and Fiona with coordination
for the Parliament in the United States, as well as assisting in whatever other duties lain requests

of her. Clan Commander | ainds |l etter read in
gence, commitment and style which will benefit the Clan, and you will be a sound advisor to

me . 6 Linda is honored to serve lain and the CI

1 Tartan Day in Texas (By Janell Macafee Hamor) Tartan Day in Texas
at the San JacintoMonument was a fabulous affair! There were 84 in
attendance, including 12 Clan Representatives. The festivities began
outside the San Jacinto Monument where we were entertained by the
Home school Highlanders Pipes and Drums from San Antonio. Mary
Radspinner, a Celtic harpist was in the foyer also providing entertain-
ment as people gathered. We were there to honor the soldiers of Scot-&&
tish descent who fought at San Jacinto. The most famous being of
course, Sam Houston, one time governor of Tennessee. His descen-
dant Sam Houston IV was in attendance. There were a number of
great speakers who spoke about such topics as...National Tartan Day,
Sam Houston and the Scots Irish, The Masonic Bond, and one de-
scendent of a veteran of the battle spoke of his ancestor; his presenta-
tion was entertaining. His name was Sam Caldwell; he is an artist. He'd painted a portrait of
Robert Burns and it was displayed in the foyer. We were also entertained by singer/songwriter
Jed Marum and piper E.J. Jones.After the ceremonies were over we were treated to a "Scottish
Tasting"; haggis, sausage rolls, shortbread...all very tasty! At the end of the day we were in-
vited to a private showing of "Texas Forever" a film about the Battle of San Jacinto, after that we
took a trip 500 feet up to the observation deck of the monument. (I'm afraid of heights...but | did
it!). What a view! It was a great day for all in attendance. Everyone had such a good time and if |
didn't mention the lady who brought it all together I'd be a disgrace. Her name is Sia Beaton and
she, in the midst of chemo treatments brought together all of these great Scots and gave us a
lovely day to remember. | was proud to be there to represent Clan Macfie! ( just a side note...in
the picture | am sending...the bouquet is of hedther and yellow roses along with a scarf of the
Bluebonnet Tartan, the official tartan of the State of Texas).



More Macfie News and Events

We welcome the newest Macfie, born 1/30/&8ma Eliza-
beth Samuelson new daughter of Steven Boyd Samuelson and
wife Kelly. Congratulations to Steven, Kelly and grandma Lois

Jim and Linda Gilcrest share the news that their daugh-
ter, Brenda Gilcrest, is getting married on the beach in
Half Moon Bay, California, on May 30th. She's marrying
a fellow Scot, Thomas Brinly, whose mother is a Guth-
rie. We send our best wishes to the bride, groom and fam-

ily.

Get well wishes go out to Glen Parker, his wife, Ann
shared that he has been in the hospital for two and a half weeks to have two back surgeries and
has now been moved to a skilled nursing home for possibly three months.

Get well wishes also go out to Janet Macfie Elfers in North Carolina, she has had a very sever
COPD attack and is currently at home with hospice care and on a BiPAP Oxygen Sleep ma-
chine

Cliff McDuffie reported that he opened the National Shuffleboard competition in Zephyr-
hills, on April 6 (Tartan Day) and proudly wore his Macfie Kilt in honor of the day.

Fred Feereports that he has worked up a short (10 page) but concentrated history of the an-
cient ancestors of the Scots with some references to the Macfie Clan that he thought would be
of interest to those members interested in History. If you would like a copy you can contact
Fred at his email address fmfee3@wowway.com or phone # 248349-7234.

Speaking of Tartan Day, Sue-Ellen Welfonder sent some picture of Arbroath Abbey which

was founded by William the Lion in 1178 and dedicated to St. Thomas of Canterbury, this

Tironensian Monastery is where Scottish Nobl es
which asserted Scotlandds indepen:




