
1 

Society Officers  

 
Volume XXVI,   Issue IIII, Fall 2009           Newsletter of the Macfie Clan Society of America  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
District 1 Eastern Time Zone  
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813-988-2859   
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District 2, Central Time Zone  
Mr. Jarrod Fay 
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District 3, Mountain Time Zone  
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Tucson, AZ 85745 
520-622-7630macfee62@yahoo.com 
 
District 4, Pacific Time Zone  

Mr. Jess  McHaffie  
P.O. Box 164  
Powell Butte Oregon. 97753 
541-461-2755 
seawolf282@msn.com 
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President:  
 

Dr. Jim McAfee, FSA Scot 
420 Ash Dr.  
Baxter, TN 38544 
931-858-4790 
jgmcafee@charter.net 
 

Vice President  
 

Ms. Amy Fee 
2667 W. Avenida Azahar 
Tucson, AZ 85745 
520-622-7630 

macfee62@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary   
 

Vacant 
 

Treasurer 
 

Ginger McAfee 
420 Ash Dr, 
Baxter, TN 38544 
jgmcafee@charter.net 
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Diane Swenson 
299 Wattaquadock Hill Rd.  
Bolton, MA 01740 
dmswenson@verizon.com 

 
Newsbeat Editor  

 
Ginger McAfee 
420 Ash Dr. 
Baxter, TN 38544 
jgmcafee@charter.net 

 
Clan Commander -Ceann Cath 

Iain McFie 
Coulintyre, Kincraig 

Kingussie PH21 1LX 

 

E-mail 

    iain@coulintyre.orangehome.co.uk 
 

International Clan Website : 

www.clanmacfie.co.uk/org  
 

The Newsbeat is published Quarterly, 
January, April, July and October. If you 
have any news, pictures, stories, poems, 
Games reports, or genealogy queries, 
please send them to Ginger  (at the ad-
dress to the left, preferably e-mail) for 
inclusion in the next issue. We love to 
hear from you and the membership 
wants to know what is happening with 
other members. 

Whatõs Inside? 

Page 2: Stone Mt. Games and 

Annual Meeting 

Pages 3 & 4: Games and Clan 

News  

Pages 5-9: Clan Parliament and 

Scotland Memories  

Page 10& 11: Society Bits and 

Pieces 

Page 12 òWe Areó, by W. Cliff 

McDuffie 
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Macfie Merchandise for Sale  
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Kilt Pin -$15.00 

25th anniversary pins -$15.00 
Badges $12.00  

Pro Rege T -shirts green -$12.00 
Buff Macfie Warrior T -Shirts $16.00  

(Only a few Warrior T -shirts left)  
 

Minimal postage will be added to 
each order. Send order and 
payment to:  
 

Ginger McAfee  
420 Ash Dr.  

Baxter, TN 38544  

 
 jgmcafee@ charter.net  

Dues Schedules  

 Dues are due each June .  

Family          $25.00  
Individual     $15.00  

Individual (over 65)   $7.00  
Associate    $10.00                            

One time:  
Sponsorship  $500.00  

Life Membership (over 65)    $200.00  

Send Dues to  

Diane Swenson  

299 Wattaquadock Hill Rd  

Bolton, MA 01740  

Annual dues will be due again on June 
1, (unless you have joined within the 
past 6 months or so, in that case your 
dues will become due until June of 
2010). Please check your membership 
card to see when you need to renew. 
Thanks to all those who renew their 
membership, your dues helps us to 
print and mail out this newsletter, it 
also helps us to maintain a presence at 
many of the larger games in the county 
and be a presence to meet and get to 
know other Macfies around the 
country. We encourage you to attend 
as many Scottish Games as possible, 
and if you would like to convene, the 
society will pay half of the games fee. 
We will also provide a banner, and 
some items for the table, just contact 

Ginger at jgmcafee@charter.net  

Stone Mountain Games and Annual Meeting  

You never know what the 
weather will be like at the 
Stone Mountain GA Scot-
tish Games in October. 
Over the years we have 
tolerated 80+ degree tem-
peratures, freezing 30 
degree temperatures and 
every thing in between 
those two extremes. This 
year, it was closer to the 
30 degree range with 
drizzle on Saturday. Sun-
day the skies cleared but 

it was still very chilly.  The weather apparently kept many people from attend-
ing as the crowds were down considerably from recent years. We were glad 
that we had many Macfies come around to the tent to visit, and several new 
faces.    

The Annual Meeting was held once again at Emery University, as we would 
like to thank Sarah Putney for procuring those arrangements again this year.  
Our attendance was very low but we began the evening with Caitlyn McAfee 
playing òGreen Sleevesó on her flute accompanied by Nick Mahaffey on the 
Celtic Bodhran drum. Later Grace McAfee shared the Robert Burns poem, òMy 
Heart is in the Highlandsó, others shared more at the Ceilidh. John McAfee pre-
sented a slide show of photos taken at the recent Clan Parliament in Scotland. 

Here are the minutes of the annual meeting:  

The meeting was called to order by President Jim McAfee at 7:30 PM, October 
17, 2009 and read the greeting from Commander Iain McFie.  

Flowers of the Forest: (Members who have passed away this year.) 

Life Member M. Thornburn Fay, age 104  

William Mahaffey, age 86  

Frances Sheedy Butler, age 89 

 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and adopted. 

The treasurers report was read and adopted. 

The membership report was given 

John McAfee presented a report of the International Clan Tartan Committee.  

Bill Morris gave the Genealogy Report  

John McAfee made a motion that due to the low turn out of our Annual Meet-
ing and Dinner on Saturday night and the difficulty of finding a restaurant that 
will allow us to have a private room for the meeting,  that we change the meet-
ing to a day meeting during the Stone Mountain Games on Saturday. Then if 
enough people want to go out to eat later it can be planned at the meeting. The 
motion was seconded by Sarah Putney, the motion passed. Jim McAfee will 
look into getting one of the Meeting Tents on the Games field and the time will 
be announced later. There was no other business and the  meeting was ad-
journed and we proceeded with a lively Ceilidh..  

The Macfie Society of 

America is a Member of 
The Council of  
Scottish Clans  

Association Inc.  
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2009 Longs Peak Scottish-Irish Highland Festival  

Thursday, September 10, 2009 was a very busy day of prepa-
ration.  It was our fourth year convening the Macfie Clan 
tent at the Longs Peak Scottish-Irish Highland Festival in 
Estes Park, Colorado.  From its humble beginnings 33 years 
ago as a picnic enjoyed by a few friends, this festival has 
grown to be the largest Scottish-Irish festival in Colorado, 
some say in the whole United States.  For four days every-
thing and everyone in Estes Park is Scottish. 

Friday morning at 9am the festival gates opened and we 
were ready.  My daughter, Melanie, and her family came as 

well as my youngest son, Barry.  The only family member that was missing was my oldest son, Sean, who 
could not get away from work.  Even our Welsh Pembroke Corgi, Lila Bug, was there.  Friday was a gorgeous 
day and everyone had a wonderful time.  We shopped at the various Scottish vendors tents, and checked out 
the Gypsy Cob horses and the antique gypsy wagon.  The jousters this year were awesome, not only did they 
have the light armor competition, this year the heavy armor competition was added. We tried to convince our 
son-in-law, Jeff, to enter one of the Scottish athletic events, but he said that he had to help man the tent.  We 
think he was just chicken ð the caber toss does look pretty hard.  Everywhere was the sound of bagpipes and 
Celtic music.  Friday evening we attended the Clan Gathering Buffet Dinner.  The Shepardõs Pie and Roast 
Leg of Lamb were excellent as was the music provided by Gobs ôO Phun.  We discovered that Melanie and 
Jeffõs oldest daughter, Claire, who is 17 months old is quite the fan of the bagpipes.  Her sister, Caroline, who 
is 3 Ĳ months old, hasnõt yet developed her musical ear.  She slept through most of the evening. 

Each year, Scottish weather arrives for one day of the festival.  This year it was Saturday.  The mist hung over 
the festival field, cold and damp, but no one seemed to mind.  You have to have Scottish weather for a proper 
Scottish festival.  Through a series of unfortunate events, we missed marching in the annual Parade of Clans, 
an hour long parade that begins at the west end of Elkhorn Avenue and proceeds through town to the festival 
field.  It is great fun and we were disappointed to have to miss it.  We spent the day huddled in our clan tent, 
pretty much freezing, sharing Jameson Irish Whiskey with our many visitors, and giving all the children that 
came by, candy and a Macfie stamp in their Scottish Passport books.   

Every year we try to add something new to the Clan tent.  This year we added a Macfie tartan flag, which 
meant that on Sunday we could take part in the Kirking of the Tartans on the festival field.  It was quite im-
pressive to see all the clans represented on the field in mass formation and we were very proud to be a part of 
it  All good things must come to an end, so late Sunday afternoon we said òsee you next yearó to all the 
friends that we made in Clan Row.  Hopefully, some of you reading this will decide to come join us next year.  

Macfies Online  

Glen Cathey has recently put up The Official Clan Macfie Face book page and it is ready for you to 
join and participate. You can see some Youtube of the Clan Parliament at Nethybridge. 

This is the link:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/The -Official -Clan-Macfie-Page/177565770680   

 

Be sure to check out the Macfie Society of America web site: www.clanmacfieofamerica.com  We are now able 
to read and archive the Newsbeat. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Official-Clan-Macfie-Page/177565770680
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Clan News and Tidbits  

 

Douglas Macfie of Montréal , recently convened at the Glengarry Highland 
Games in Ontario.  He stated that a few Americans came by the Macfie Clan 
Tent.. For more information about our Canadian neighbors check out http://
www.glengarryhighlandgames.com/  

 

 

The 2009 Cathey Reunion was held at the Holiday Inn in Salis-
bury, NC on Sat. August 1, 2009. There were 32 attendees from 
eight states with both new and returning members present.  

 

 

While in Scotland for the Parliament Meeting, President Jim, along with sons 
John and Keith got an audience with the Honorable David Sellar, Lord Lyon, 
King of Arms, in Edinburgh. Jim has made application for his Coat of Arms and 
has recently received confirmation from the Lyon that the application is ap-
proved and the Warrant is signed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Jim McAfee, and 
Society member John Guffey 
stand by the Standing Stone 

on Colonsay  

The  U.S,. contingency that attended Parliament in 
Nethybridge  

The Nethybridge Hotel  Commander Iain McFie standing by 
the Dun Eibhin Cairnn on Colonsay  


